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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1914. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  my  Second  Annual  Report,  I beg  to  thank  the 
members  of  the  Council  and  the  Clerk,  for  their  continued  kindness  and 
courte.sy  during  the  j’ear,  and  to  congratulate  them  upon  the  fact  that 
the  health  of  the  district  has  remained  good  notwithstanding  the 
enormous  increase  in  its  population  in  certain  localities  during  the  last 
three  months  of  the  -year,  due  to  the  billeting  of  troops.  A great 
strain  was  thrown  upon  its  sanitary  services,  but  they  were  able  to 
withstand  it  successfully,  chiefly  through  the  energy  of  the  Council’s 
Surveyor  and  Inspector,  Mr.  E.  H.  Bright,  and  also  through  the  con- 
stant co-operation  with  us  of  the  military  authorities. 

During  the  first  eight  months  of  the  year  good  progress  was  made 
with  the  Housing  Inspection.  The  Council  have  appointed  an  Assistant 
to  Mr.  Bright,  in  January,  to  help  with  this  work.  The  Council’s 
Cottages  at  Black  Notley  and  Bocking  were  erected,  and  two  further 
building  schemes  were  resolved  upon,  and  progress  made  with  them 
during  the  last  four  mouths  of  the  year. 

During  the  autumn  the  Council  has  undertaken  the  scavenging  of 
house  refuse  and  pail  closets  at  Kelvedon. 

It  has  of  course  been  impossible  to  carry  on  all  the  routine  sanitary 
work  in  all  its  details,  while  we  have  been  so  busy  in  other  directions, 
especially  as  Mr.  Bright’s  assistant  left  us  to  join  the  army  just  when 
the  extra  work  occasioned  by  the  presence  of  the  troops  in  the  district 
was  at  its  heaviest,  and  we  have  only  just  been  able  (March,  1915)  to 
obtain  anyone  else  in  liis  place. 

(A).  Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

Physical  Features.  The  district  comprises  62,348  acres  and  is 
divided  into  twenty-three  parishes.  The  greatest  length  is  about  twenty 
miles  and  the  greatest  width  about  ten  miles. 

It  is  drained  by  the  river  Blackwater  or  Pant,  and  by  its  tributary 
the  river  Brain  or  Pods  Brook.  These  streams  and  their  tributaries  lie 
in  broad  valleys  which  intersect  the  district  and  cause  a gently  undulat- 
ing surface  varying  in  height  from  370ft.  to  70ft.  above  Ordnance 
Datum. 
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The  subsoil  is  of  various  characters,  chiefly  of  gravel  and  loam,  and 
water  is  usually  obtainable.  In  the  north-western  part  a good  deal  of 
boulder  clay  exi.sts  and  water  is  not  so  easily  found.  Below  the  subsoil 
is  a thick  mass  of  London  clay  resting  upon  the  chalk  which  lies  at  a 
depth  of  200-300  feet. 


Population,  Social  Conditions,  &c.  The  population  was  18,463 
at  the  time  of  the  Census  of  1911,  and  I have  estimated  it  to  have  been 
18,580  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1914. 

Since  the  middle  of  the  year  a good  many  young  men  have  left  the 
district  to  join  the  army,  but  with  the  number  of  troops  who  were 
billeted  during  the  autumn  at  Hatfield  Peverel,  Terling,  Coggeshall, 
Peering,  Kelvedou,  Booking,  Stisted,  Rivenhall  and  the  Notleys,  &c., 
the  population  of  these  places  has  been  very  abnormallj"  increased. 

Various  aspects  of  the  census  retuims  were  discussed  in  last  year’s 
Report  and  need  not  be  referred  to  again. 

The  chief  occupation  of  the  district  is  agriculture.  The  entire 
district  is  under  cultivation,  with  a comparatively  large  proportion  of 
arable  land  and  a small  proportion  of  grass  land.  The  proportion  of 
the  latter  is  probably  not  increasing.  In  the  north-western  third  of  the 
district  there  is  little  other  employment.  In  the  central  portion  there  is 
also  industrial  employment.  In  the  parish  of  Booking  are  a large 
textile  factory  employing  nearly  300  men  and  200  women,  an  engineer- 
ing shop  employing  200  men,  and  a mat  weaving  factory  emplojdng 
sixty  men.  The  Braintree  Urban  District  lying  in  the  centre  of  the 
Rural  District,  also  finds  employment  in  iron  foundries,  &c.,  for  a 
number  of  the  younger  men  from  the  adjacent  parishes,  many  of  whom 
cycle  considerable  distances  to  their  work.  In  the  south-eastern  portion 
of  the  district,  there  is  a good  deal  of  seed  growing,  whicli  employs 
more  men  per  acre  than  ordinary  farming,  and  owing  to  the  better 
railway  facilities  there  a number  of  residents  who  work  elsewhere. 

Even  during  the  past  six  months  employment  has  been  exceptionally 
good,  and  the  figures  for  Poor  Law  Relief  are  not  expected  to  show  any 
appreciable  increase.  The  latest  official  returns  however,  hardly  cover 
this  period.  They  are  only  obtainable  for  the  whole  Union  area,  of 
which  the  Rural  District  is  two-thirds  on  a population  basis.  The 
following  have  kindly  been  supplied  by  the  Clei’k  to  the  Guardians  : — 


Jan.— 

-1904-July. 

Jan.— 1914 

-July, 

No.  of  Outdoor  Paupers 

823 

845 

538 

552 

,,  Indoor  Paupers 

252 

212 

222 

211 

,,  Lunatics 

90 

98 

93 

101 

For  the 

half-year  ending 

Jlar.— 

-l<J04-Sept. 

Mar.— 1914 

— Sept. 

Cost  of  Out-Relief 

, 2585 

2524 

1294 

1256 

,,  Ill-Maintenance 

1652 

1363 

1845 

1447 

,,  Lunatics 

. 1290 

1341 

1413 

1342 
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The  facilities  for  hospital  relief  are  inconsiderable.  There  is  a 
Cottage  Hospital  of  four  beds  at  Booking,  and  the  others  that  are 
utilised  are  at  Colchester.  London,  Chelmsford,  and  Cambridge.  The 
Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  at  a Dispensary  in  Braintree  once  a week. 

(B).  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

W.VTER  Supply. — Bochi'ng.  The  Council’s  works  for  the  supply  to 
this  parish  have  proved  to  be  of  very  great  benefit,  and  without  them 
it  would  have  been  quite  impossible  to  have  had  so  many  troops  billeted 
in  the  parish.  The  supply  has  been  constantly  maintained,  and  has 
been  extended  from  its  limit  in  High  Garrett  to  cottages  on  the  Halstead 
Eoad  and  two  cottages  on  the  Gosfield  Road — distances  of  616  and  133 
yards  respectively. 

Altogether  43  houses  have  been  connected  up  during  the  year. 

A short  description  of  the  works  was  given  in  last  year’s  Report. 

CoggesliaUs,  Kelvedon  and  Feering.  These  works  have  maintained  a 
satisfactory  supply  throughout  the  year,  in  spite  of  the  great  increase 
in  the  demand  upon  them,  owing  to  the  number  of  troops  billeted  in 
the  area  supplied. 

A short  description  of  the  works  was  given  last  year  from  which 
the  following  details  were  omitted. 

The  well  is  about  57  feet  deep,  and  from  the  bottom  of  it  a bore 
extends  down  into  the  chalk  to  a total  depth  from  the  surface  of  420ft. 
and  penetrating  it  for  165ft.  The  bore  is  lined  with  a 9in.  steel  tube 
as  far  down  as  40ft.  into  the  chalk. 

During  the  year  the  mains  have  been  extended  160  yards  at  Tan 
Office  Lane,  Kelvedon,  and  thirty  yards  at  Langley  Green,  Feering,  and 
22  houses  have  had  the  supply  laid  on. 

Terling.  The  public  supply  here  has  not  been  altogether  satisfactory, 
as  both  during  flood  time  and  dry  weather  the  water  power  fails.  An 
auxiliary  engine  is  to  be  installed  to  get  over  this  difficulty. 

Stisted.  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory. 

Ilalfield  PevereJ.  The  want  of  a proper  supply  has  been  accentuated 
by  the  presence  of  troops  in  the  village.  Fortunately  I was  able  to 
vi.sit  the  village  within  an  hour  or  so  of  their  aiuival,  just  in  time  to 
prevent  them  from  using  water  from  dangerously  polluted  wells,  and 
to  arrange  which  ones  they  should  use  instead. 

The  remainder  of  the  di.strict  is  supplied  from  springs  and  shallow 
wells,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  a good  many  of  these  are  under  the 
control  of  the  Council.  It  is  very  desirable  for  the  water  supply  of  the 
district  to  be  as  far  as  possible  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Council. 

The  supply  seems  to  be  fairly  adequate  on  the  whole,  tliough  in 
many  instances  isolated  cottages  have  to  fetch  their  water  a very  long 
way  or  depend  upon  unprotected  springs,  and  action  by  the  Council  will 
probably  be  necessary  with  regard  to  some  of  these. 
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The  public  supplies  from  sliallow  wells,  etc.,  now  maintained  by  the 
Council  are  twenty-six  in  number  and  are  situated  in  the  following 
parishes. 


AVethersfield  . . 2 

Fin  chin  gtield  . . 2 

Black  Notley  . . 5 

Shalford  . . 1 

l^radwell  . . 3 

Cressing  . . 4 


White  Notley  . . 2 

Faulkbourne  . . 1 

Fairstead  . . 1 

Great  Saling  . . 1 

liayne  . . 2 

Rivenhall  . . 2 


No  new  public  wells  have  been  sunk  or  private  wells  taken  over 
during  the  year,  but  the  necessary  works  to  maintain  the  above  in  order 
have  been  carried  out. 


Water  certificates  have  been  granted  for  thirty-eight  new  houses  : 
in  two  instances  the  water  was  obtained  from  new  private  wells. 


River  and  Streams.  The  river  Black  water  and  its  tributary 
streams  drain  the  greater  part  of  the  district,  and  pollution  undoubtedly 
occurs  at  certain  places,  as  there  are  no  modern  public  sewerage  purifi- 
cation works  in  the  district.  Great  care  is  taken  at  the  textile  factory 
at  Booking  to  deal  with  the  effluent  from  the  d\-eing  processes,  and  the 
result  is  very  satisfactory. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage.  Most  of  the  more  populous  parishes 
have  moi’e  or  less  efficient  system  of  sewers,  the  majority  of  which  are 
old  road-drains  or  piped-in  ditches.  When  portions  are  relaid  or 
extensions  made,  care  is  taken  as  far  as  possible  to  laj'  them  so  that 
they  may  form  part  of  a complete  system,  should  one  ever  be  required. 

Boclcing.  The  two  populous  parts  of  the  parish,  viz..  Church 
Street  and  Bradford  Street  areas  are  sewered.  In  the  Bradford  Street 
portions,  the  sewers  are  chiefly  old  and  formerly  discharged  into  sewer 
ditches  ; but  the  Church  Street  sewer  has  largely  been  relaid  in  recent 
years  and  is  therefore  of  satisfactory  construction,  except  at  its  lower 
end 


The  majority  of  the  sewers  now  discharge  almost  directly  into  the 
river,  and  the  question  of  sewage  disposal  will  have  to  be  faced  as  soon 
as  the  finances  of  the  parish  will  allow,  after  the  scavenging  lias  been 
inaugurated. 

Kelvedon.  A sewerage  scheme  for  this  village  was  prepared  in 
1908,  but  has  not  been  carried  out  on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing a suitable  site,  and  by  the  inauguration  of  public  water  supply  in 
1911,  by  which  the  necessity  for  the  use  of  the  sewage  polluted  wells 
was  abandoned.  The  majority  of  the  sewers  in  Kelvedon  have  been 
relaid  during  the  last  few  j^ears  and  will  form  part  of  the  scheme  when 
completed.  Tliere  are  numerous  water  closets  connected  to  the  sewers, 
which  discharge  into  the  river  directly  or  through  short  sewer  ditclies 
wliich  are  very  objectionable. 
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Great  CoggeshaU.  Tlie  sewers  here  discharge  into  the  back  ditch. 
More  efficient  constant  flashing  of  this  ditch  is  now  carried  out  by 
means  of  a sluice  from  the  river  and  the  scavenging  contractor  has  to 
clean  it  out  every  week ; and  the  sewage  is  considerably  purified  by 
pas.sing  through  a very  long  sewer  ditch  before  it  finally  reaches  the 
river,  but  the  condition  of  the  ditch  is  still  far  from  satisfactory.  The 
sewer  in  Queen  Sti-eet  has  been  relaid  so  that  it  could  form  part  of  a 
proper  system,  but  the  remainder  are  all  old  and  very  unsatisfactory. 
There  are  several  water  closets  connected  to  the  sewers  in  the  town. 


Other  parishes  which  have  sewers  are  : — 


Little  Coggeshall, 
Feering, 

Hatfield  Peverel 

Finchingfield 

'Wethersfield 


Terling 

Stisted 

AVliite  Notley 
Cressing 


Those  at  Feeriug,  White  Notley  and  Hatfield  Peverel  are  modern 
and  at  Hatfield  form  part  of  a scheme  for  draining  a portion  of  the 
village  which  will  be  made  more  complete  when  the  extension  from 
Church  Eoad  is  laid.  The  sewer  ditches  in  this  parish  are  very  long 
and  a constant  expense  for  clearing  out,  and  give  rise  to  a nuisance  in 
summer  especially  where  they  run  alongside  the  road. 

During  the  year  a sewer  ditch  has  been  piped  in  at  Blackmore  End, 
Wethersfield  (30  yards),  and  repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  existing 
sewers  in  several  other  instances. 


More  satisfactory  arrangements  are  required  for  the  sewerage  of 
Pifle  Hill,  Black  Notley. 


Closet  Accommodation  and  Scavenging.  No  particulars  are 
obtainable  at  present  as  to  the  relative  number  of  water  closets,  cess- 
pit privies  and  pail  closets  in  the  district.  Formerly  cesspit  privies  Avere 
the  rule,  but  the  work  of  conversion  into  pail  closets  has  been  steadily 
going  forward  for  some  years.  During  the  year,  116  privies  have  been 
converted  into  pail-closets.  The  water-closets  are  chiefly  in  the  parishes 
of  Booking,  Coggeshall  and  Kelvedon,  but  in  the  first  two  parishes 
tliere  are  not  a great  number,  as  the  Council  have  arranged  for  the 
emptying  of  the  paiLs  from  the  pail  closets  for  some  years  past. 

Jiocldng.  A weekly  collection  of  the  contents  of  the  pail-closets  is 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  contractor  at  a cost  of  £130  jier  annum. 

In  October,  at  the  request  of  the  military  authorities,  some  60 
temporary  pail  latrines  were  erected  here  by  the  Council  in  connection 
with  the  public  buildings  in  which  men  were  to  be  billeted  in  large 
numbers  ; and  since  then  they  have  been  emptied  daily,  but  only  with 
considerable  difficulty. 

The  disadvantage  of  the  “ Conservancy  ” or  pail  closet  system  in 
semi- urban  parishes,  as  opposed  to  the  water-closet  system  has  been 
remarkably  emphasized  here,  by  this  sudden  inci’ease  in  the  population 
In  the  adjoinin.g  Urban  District  this  only  occasioned  the  pumping  of 
more  water  and  some  extra  sewage  at  the  disposal  works,  but  in 
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Booking  the  work  of  emptying  the  pail-closets  was  more  than  doubled, 
and  at  a time  when  extra  horses  and  labour  were  very  difficult  to  obtain. 
It  was  at  once  evident  that  the  Council’s  contractor  was  unable  to  cope 
with  the  extra  work.  The  situation  was  energetically  tackled  by 
Mr.  Bright,  who,  with  great  difficulty,  hired  an  extra  horse  and  man 
for  the  Council’s  old  cart.  The  military  autliorities  supplied  a fatigue 
party  to  go  round  with  it,  and  so  the  work  was  accomplished  although 
not  without  considerable  nuisance,  which  under  the  exceptional  circum- 
stances was  unavoidable. 

The  amount  of  house-refuse  has  also  been  increased  considerably, 
and  the  question  of  a proper  collection  of  it  by  the  Council  has  become 
acute.  A temporary  arrangement  was  made  for  removing  refuse  from 
the  public  buildings,  &c.,  used  as  billets,  and  the  larger  of  the  accumu- 
lations in  other  places ; and  I am  glad  to  say  that  a permanent 
arrangement  for  a proper  removal  is  being  instituted. 

Great  Goggeshall.  The  Council  also  contract  for  the  weekly  re- 
moval of  house  refuse  and  the  contents  of  the  pails  at  Coggeshall ; 
ashpits  and  cesspit  privies  are  emptied  when  required,  and  any  heaps  of 
refuse  removed.  The  difficulties  here  have  also  been  considerable  on 
account  of  the  great  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  since  the  autumn, 
but  the  contractor  arranged  to  do  the  extra  work. 

Kelvedon.  I am  glad  to  say  that  arrangements  have  now  been 
made  for  scavenging  the  pail-closets  and  house-refuse  here.  These  have 
been  required  for  some  time  but  became  even  more  urgent  when  the 
troops  arrived.  Pails  are  emptied  three  times  a week  and  the  house 
refuse  removed  as  frequently  as  possible.  This  work  is  very  much 
hindered  by  the  absence  of  moveable  dustbins  in  all  three  of  the  above- 
mentioned  parishes,  and  it  is  proposed  as  soon  as  possible  to  see  that 
owners  supply  these. 

Stisted.  The  pail  closets  and  house  refuse  are  now  removed  weekly 
from  the  houses  in  the  village  by  the  owner,  who  has  purchased  a 
proper  cart  for  the  purpose. 

Proper  scavenging  arrangements  are  required  for  the  cottages  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Grange  Hill,  Little  Coggeshall,  and  Pifle  Hill, 
Black  Notley. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District.  The  tabular  statement  of 
work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page.  It 
no  longer  includes  the  details  of  the  work  done  under  the  Housing  Acts 
(except  in  so  far  as  these  are  included  under  the  nuisances  in  the  first 
five  entries)  and  these  will  be  found  on  jiage  11. 

During  the  autumn  (and  especially  since  the  Inspector’s  Assistant 
left  to  join  the  army)  the  special  work  occasioned  by  the  presence  of  the 
troops  has  taken  up  almost  the  whole  of  the  Inspector’s  time,  so  that 
much  of  the  routine  and  housing  work  has  had  to  be  temporarily  in 
abeyance. 

Knackers’  Yards.  There  are  two  in  the  district  and  these  have 
been  inspected.  They  are  well  isolated  and  are  carried  on  without  any 
nuisance. 
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BEAINTEEE  EUEAL  DISTEICT  COUNCIL. 


Summary  of  AVork  done  through  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  Braintree  Eural 
District  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1914. 


Total 

Total 

Number 

Number 

for  Year. 

for  Year. 

1 

Complaints  received  . . 

26 

19 

“ Certificates  ” deferred 

— 

2 

Nuisances  detected  without  com- 

19a  No.  Houses  connected  with  the 

plaint 

293 

Water  Mains 

66 

3 

Nuisances  abated 

308 

20 

Public  Wells,  total  No.  in  District 

30 

4 

Nuisances  remaining  unabated. . 

162 

21 

New  Public  Wells  sunk  or  im- 

proved  supplies  of  Water 

6 

Formal  Notices  served 

110 

afforded 

7 

6 

Summonses  taken  out 

— 

22 

Wells  cleansed  or  repaired 

4 

7 

Convictions  obtained  . . 

— 

23 

Wells  closed 

— 

8 

Lodging-houses  inspected 

24 

Privies,  No.  in  District 

? 

Frequency  of  inspection 

— 

26 

„ No.  abolished  during  the 

9 

Slaughter-houses  inspected 

20 

year 

116 

Frequency  of  insjiection 

^-yearly 

26 

? 

Pail  Closets,  No.  in  District 

10 

Bakehouses  inspected 

42 

Frequency  of  inspection 

J-yearly 

27 

Water  Closets,  No.  in  District 
without  flushing  cistern 

? 

11 

Bairies  and  Milk  Shops  inspected 

24 

Frequency  of  inspection 

|-yearly 

28 

Water  Closets,  ivith  flushing 

cisterns 

? 

12 

Cowsheds  inspected  . . 

54 

Frequency  of  inspection 

^-yearly 

29 

Privies  and  W.C.’s  repaired;  W.C.’s 
supplied  ivith  water 

13 

No.  of  Samples  of  Milk  taken  for 

examination  for  cleanliness, 

30 

Water  cisterns  cleansed,  repaired 

tubercle  bacilli,  etc. 

— 

or  covered 

— 

14 

Filthy  houses  cleansed,  sec.  46 

31 

Animals  improperly  kept  re- 

Public  Health  Act,  1876 

— 

moved 

2 

15 

Houses,  &c.,  disinfected 

Overcrowding  abated  . . 

41 

32 

Samples  of  water  taken  for 
analysis  . . 

9 

16 

14 

17 

Houses  erected  for  which  Water 
“ Certificates  ” were  applied 

38 

33 

Compensation  paid  for  destruc- 
tion of  infected  bedding 

— 

38 

34 

Seizures  of  unsound  Meat,  c&c.  . . 

— 

18 

“ Certificates  ” granted 

E.  H.  BRIGHT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Offensive  Trades.  There  are  none  in  the  di.strict. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  Tliere  are  none  in  tlie  district. 

Underground  Sleeping  Eooms.  There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Schools.  There  are  38  Public  Elementary  Scliools  or  Departments 
in  this  district,  with  about  3000  children  in  attendance,  and  one  County 
Secondary  School  accommodating’  105  children.  These  are  visited  by 
your  Medical  Officer  from  time  to  time. 

Considerable  improvements  have  recently  been  made  in  the  lighting, 
ventilation,  heating,  or  closet  accommodation  in  many  instances,  as  the 
result  of  a survey  of  all  the  schools  made  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

Attention  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  also  paid  b}"  the 
medical  staff  of  the  County  Education  Committee,  who  carry  out  the 
work  of  medical  inspection  of  the  children. 

Milk  Supply.  There  are  54  registered  Cow-keepers  in  the  district, 
and  a large  quantity  of  milk  is  sent  to  London  daily.  The  cowsheds  are 
inspected.  Many  of  them  are  old  and  very  unsatisfactoiy,  but  the 
number  of  modern  ones  is  increasing,  especially  on  the  farms  of  one 
large  firm  of  dairy  farmers.  This  firm  have  a Pasteurising  depot  at  the 
Eailway  Station,  to  which  milk  is  brought  from  the  various  farms  and 
then  dealt  with  before  it  is  despatched  to  London. 

Their  cows  are  inspected  monthly  by  a Veterinary  Surgeon,  and 
tested  with  tuberculin  once  a year. 

Their  newer  cowsheds  are  built  of  brick  and  are  light  and  well 
ventilated.  The  manure  is  thrown  out  on  to  a paved  area  and  carted 
right  away  from  the  premises  daily.  The  cows  are  kept  clean  by  the 
daily  use  of  the  currycomb. 

It  is  practically  impossible  to  keep  the  old  timber-built  cowsheds 
properly  clean,  but  the  daily  grooming  of  the  cows  and  removal  of  the" 
manure  right  away  from  the  premises,  could  and  should  be  done 
everywhere. 

No  action  has  been  taken  with  regal’d  to  tuberculous  milk. 

Bakehouses.  There  are  42  in  the  district  and  they  have  all  been 
inspected.  In  most  instances  they  have  been  kept  in  a cleanly  condition. 

Unsound  Pood.  No  unsound  food  has  been  seized  in  the  district, 
although  a look-out  has  been  kept. 

Slaughterhouses.  During  the  year  application  was  made  by  the 
Council  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  “ Urban  powers,”  so  that 
these  could  be  regulated  to  some  extent  by  byelaws.  This  was  granted 
and  at  the  end  of  year  the  model  code  of  byelaws  had  been  approved  by 
the  Council  and  sent  to  the  Board  for  their  sanction.  AVhen  these  are 
in  force,  I hojie  to  see  some  improvement  in  their  condition. 

There  are  20  in  the  district  and  the  majority  have  been  inspected. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Dhugs  Act.  Milk  and  Cream  Eegulattons. 
Tliese  are  carried  out  by  the  County  Council,  and  I liave  no  information 
as  to  the  number  of  samples  taken  in  this  ilistrict. 

It  is,  I think,  desirable  to  point  out  that  under  the  above  Regulations, 
■which  came  into  force  on  October  1st,  1912,  no  preservative  of  any 
kind  may  now  be  added  to  milk  for  sale  ; no  thickening  substance  may 
be  added  to  cream,  and  the  use  of  preservatives  in  it  is  very  strictly 
limited. 

Housing.  This  subject  has  again  been  occupying  the  very  close 
attention  of  the  Council. 

The  Council’s  housing  schemes  at  Bocking  and  Notley  have  been 
completed  and  the  houses  let,  and  two  further  schemes  have  been  de- 
cided upon  for  the  building  of  four  cottages  in  the  village  of  Rayne 
and  the  hamlet  of  Blackwater.  The  plans  have  been  prepared  and 
application  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  authority  to  raise 
the  necessary  loans.  Local  inquiries  were  held  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Eyles,  one 
of  the  Board’s  Inspectors  in  Januai'y,  1915,  but  the  sanction  has  not  yet 
been  received,  and  I am  afraid  it  is  not  now  likely  to  be  until  after  the 
war. 

As  a result  of  iny  reports  to  the  Council  during  1913,  an  assistant 
was  appointed  in  January  to  help  the  Sanitary  Inspector  with  the 
inspection  of  houses  and  keeping  of  records  as  prescribed  by  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  of  1910.  In  consequence 
of  this  during  the  first  seven  months  of  the  year  excellent  progress  was 
made,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  tabular  statement  below.  In  the  autumn 
however,  his  assistant  joined  the  colours,  and  the  Inspector  became  so 
fully  occupied  with  work  iu  connection  with  the  troops,  that  it  has  been 
impo.ssible  to  give  much  attention  to  this  work  as  only  after  a delay  of 
some  six  months  has  the  Inspector  been  able  to  obtain  another  assis'tant. 

The  tabular  statement  of  work  done  is  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purpose 
of  Sec.  17  of  the  Act  of  1909 . . ..  ..  ..  432 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 
to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  . . . . . . . . 23 

No.  of  repre.sentations  made  to  the  local  authority  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders  . . . . . . 23 

No.  of  closing  orders  made  , . . . . . 9 

No.  of  dwelling*  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 
without  the  making  of  closing  orders  . . . . . . 207 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  the  making  of  closing 
orders  were  put  into  a fit  state  for  human  habitation  . . 13 
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General  character  of  the  defects.  The  majority  of  liouses  are  con- 
structed of  lath  and  plaster,  and  in  many  instances  the  ceilings  ai-e  very 
low,  and  the  bedrooms  chiefly  in  the  roof.  Some  of  these  cottages  liave 
no  lining  of  lath  and  plaster  over  the  inner  face  of  the  studs  or  rafters 
and  are  in  consequence  draughty,  cold  and  damp.  Damp  courses  are 
almost  unknown,  and  the  brick  floors  and  lower  parts  of  the  walls  are 
frequently  damp  in  consequence ; the  provision  of  eaves  guttering,  and 
of  cement  channels  on  the  ground  below  the  eaves  in  thatched  homses 
will  remedy  this  in  a good  many  cases,  especially  where  the  floor  is  low. 
Even  where  eaves  guttering  and  downspouts  are  provided  there  is 
generally  no  provision  for  carrying  away  the  rain  water  from  the  down- 
sj)outs  or  from  the  overflows  of  the  Avaterbutts.  This  has  to  soak  into 
the  foundations  and  makes  both  walls  and  floors  damp  for  a considerable 
distance  around. 


lu  order  to  make  the  Council’s  requirements  clear,  a sketch  of  the 
cement  channel  (which  Avas  prepared  by  the  Inspector)  is  attached  to 
the  informal  notices  sent  out  in  the  cases  whei’e  the  provision  of  this  is 
required  and  I have  inserted  it  here. 


Specification'  of  Concrete  Paving  at  Base  of  Walls  for  Houses 

AviTH  Thatched  Roofs. 


Dig  out  the  ground 
to  a proper  depth  so  that 
the  concrete  when  finished 
will  be  not  higher  than 
the  inside  floor  level  and' 
Avhen  the  channel  iii  tlie 
concrete  is  formed,  the 
water  Avill  then  run  aAvaj” 
from  the  house. 


Tlie  concrete  is  to  be 
2ft.  Gin.  Avide  and  Gin. 
thick,  and  the  channel  is 
to  be  formed  directly  un- 
der the  drip  of  the  eaves. 


Also  strip  the  plaster 
off  from  the  Avails  at  base 
and  plaster  Avith  Poi’tland 
cement  and  sand  1ft.  high 
and  l^in.  thick,  to  take  the  splashing  from  the  drqipings  from  roof. 


DAirj  p.ESE'nca 
D'PARIi’CilT, 
ONlVERoITil  COLLEGE. 
13  READiHG. 

Other  defects  frequently  found  are  : windows  defective  and  some  uot 
made  to  open,  doors  that  fit  badl^',  broken  fire  grates  and  ovens,  delapi- 
dated  wash-houses,  defective  cesspit  privies,  and  damp  and  dirty  unpaved 
yard  surfaces  near  the  dwelling  houses.  Yei-y  few  of  the  old  cottages 
have  a larder.  Many  of  the  houses  are  small  and  in  some  cases  it 
would  bo  a great  improvement  if  two  were  converted  into  one  so  as  to 
give  accommodation  for  a family.  The  landlord  will  object  to  such 
a conversion  so  long  as  he  is  allowed  to  let  the  small  cottages  separately 
b\'  which  he  makes  more  profit. 

It  is  obvious  therefore  that  there  is  plenty  of  work  to  be  done  in 
improving  the  conditions  of  the  existing  cottages,  but  this  will  not 
complete  the  improvements  necessary. 

The  difficulty  of  estimating  the  housing  needs  of  the  future  are 
increased  by  the  present  crisis,  when  so  many  of  the  prospective  house- 
holders of  the  next  few  years  are  away  serving  their  country,  but  I am 
fully  convinced  that  cottages  will  be  needed  in  several  parts  of  the 
district,  and  I trust  that  the  time  may  not  be  very  far  distant  when  the 
building  of  houses  may  be  resumed.  When  one  of  the  cottages  recently 
erected  by  the  Council  at  Bocking  became  empty  a few  weeks  ago, 
there  were  twenty  ai)plications  for  it,  which  points  to  a further  need 
in  this  parish. 

Thirty-eight  new  houses  have  been  built  in  the  district  during  the 
year  in  the  following  parishes  : — 


Bocking 

..  18 

Hatfield  Peverel 

1 

White  Notley 

6 

Eayne 

1 

Black  Notley  . . 

3 

Eivenhall 

1 

Kelvedon 

3 

Terling 

2 

Bradwell 

2 

Wethersfield  . . 

1 

The  above  numbers  include  those  built  by  the  Council ; and  all  but 
three  of  them  were  cottages . 

Nine  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  in  the  coiu’se  of  the 
Housing  Inspection,  and  there  were  ten  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1913. 
Fourteen  of  these  have  been  abated,  in  several  instances  by  members 
of  the  family  joining  the  army,  leaving  five  still  outstanding  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

During  the  autumn  and  winter  I am  afraid  there  must  have  been 
a good  deal  of  temporary  overcrowding  caused  by  the  billeting  of 
troops,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kelvedon  and  Coggesliall, 
but  whenever  I drew  the  attention  of  the  military  authorities  to  a case, 
everything  possible  was  done  to  remedy  it.  Your  Sanitary  Officers 
were  however  too  much  occupied  in  even  more  important  directions  to 
be  able  to  hunt  up  very  many  cases,  and  no  complaints  wore  received 
from  occupiers  who  were  glad  to  receive  the  extra  billeting  money. 
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The  question  of  Bye-  laws  for  new  buildings  has  again  occupied  the 
Council’s  attention.  A series  based  upon  the  Local  Government  Board’s 
liural  Model  has  been  adopted  for  the  whole  district  and  sent  to  the 
Board  for  final  confirmation,  and  will  shortly  be  in  force. 

AVohicshops,  Workplaces,  &c.  I have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain 
a complete  register  of  these  apart  from  bakehouses,  but  it  is  being 
compiled.  From  Table  V.  it  will  be  seen  that  100  visits  have  been 
paid  and  five  defects  found.  Three  of  these  were  referred  to  the 
Council  by  the  Factory  Inspector.  In  two  cases  the  necessary  work 
was  not  quite  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Three  notices  have 
been  received  of  the  commencement  -of  occupation  of  new  workshops. 

Homework.  Nine  lists  have  been  received,  and  the  premises  visited 
and  found  satisfactory. 

C.  Sanitary  Administration  op  the  District. 

Stapf.  The  Rural  Council  is  one  of  the  five  constituent  districts 
of  the  North  Essex  United  Districts  which  employs  a whole-time 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  duties  of  Sanitary  Surveyor.  Sanitary  Iiisjjector,  Housing 
Inspector,  &c.,  are  carried  out  in  an  able  manner  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Bright, 
who  now  finds  his  time  so  fully  occupied  that  the  Council  provided  him 
with  an  assistant  in  January  to  help  with  the  Housing  Inspection.  The 
large  amount  of  extra  work  occasioned  by  the  presence  of  troops,  largely 
fell  upon  Mr.  Bright  at  a time  when  he  was  single-handed,  as  the 
assistant  had  left  to  join  the  army  and  no  one  had  been  found  to  take 
his  place. 

Hospital  Accommodation.  Accommodation  for  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  is  provided  for  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  of  the  Braintree' 
Ui’ban  and  Rural  Districts,  which  has  proved  to  be  sufficient  during  the 
year  and  well  used,  as  22  of  the  26  cases  notified  have  been  removed 
there— including  two  military  ones. 

A Small-pox  Hospital  had  been  provided  by  the  Joint  Board  at 
Black  Notley,  but  it  has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Council 
for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  patients. 

The  Board,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Council,  has  therefore  entered 
into  a combination  of  districts  in  North-AVest  Essex  for  the  provision  of 
a new  Joint  Small-pox  Hospital.  The  site  finally  chosen  was  in  the 
Halstead  Rural  District,  and  the  building  is  in  course  of  erection  and 
will  be  completed  during  the  coming  year.  In  the  meantime  the 
Halstead  Rural  District  Council’s  old  Isolation  Hospital  at  Castle 
Hedingham  has  been  absolutely  reserved  for  small-pox  cases  since  the 
summer,  when  it  was  felt  there  was  considerable  risk  of  the  introduction 
of  the  disease  from  abroad  by  refugees. 

This  question  of  small-pox  is  one  of  great  importance  on  account 
of  the  increasing  proportion  of  unvaccinated  persons  in  the  community. 
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Adoptive  Acts,  &c. 

Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  Ainendnieiit  Act,  1890,  in  so  far  as 
it  applies  to  Rural  Districts,  and  the  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act, 
1890,  were  formally  adopted  by  resolution  of  the  Council  on  June  17th, 
and  they  came  into  force  on  August  1st.  At  the  same  time  application 
w'as  made  to  the  Ijocal  Government  Board  for  an  order  declaring  the 
following  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts’  Amendment  Act,  1907,  to 
be  in  force  in  the  district : 

Part  II.,  Sections  22,  23,  25,  30  and  33. 

„ III.,  34-38,  43-46  and  49. 

„ ly.,  52,  53,  55-59,  62  and  65-67. 

The  application  has  been  granted  and  the  order  made  since  the 
year  ended. 


UKBAif  Powers. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  an 
order  conferring  npon  the  Council  the  Urban  Powers  of  Sections  169 
(2nd  & 3rd  paragraphs)  and  170  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1875,  and 
and  Sections  29  to  31  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1890,  to 
enable  them  to  exercise  some  control  over  slaughterhouses.  This  has 
been  granted  and  the  order  made  on  May  26th. 

Application  has  also  been  made  for  the  powers  of  sections  26  (i), 
47  (ii.  & iii.),  49  and  50,  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1875. 

The  Board  replied  that  they  were  prepared  to  grant  the  application 
with  regard  to  the  first  two  sections,  but  that  the  powers  of  the  two 
latter  sections  could  not  be  granted  without  the  holding  of  a local 
enquiry.  A date  was  fixed  for  this,  but  it  had  to  be  po.stponed,  as  at 
that  time  every  buildmg  suitable  for  the  purpose  at  Booking  was 
occupied  by  troops.  Ther  whole  matter  is  therefore  in  abeyance  for  the 
present. 

The  Council  has  also  the  following  Urban  Powers  granted  by  the 
Ijocal  Government  Board  by  virtue  of  the  Public  BLealth  Act,  1875. 

APPLIES  TO  ; 

Obtained  Feb.  Srd,  1887.  Gt.  Coggeshall. 

Sec.  42,  P.H.  Act  1875  Street  watering. 

Obtained  April  SOtli,  1900.  Gt.  Coggeshall. 

Sec.  42  ,,  ..  All  the  other  Urban  powers 

of  the  Section. 


Sec.  1 65  as  extended  by 
Sec.  46  of  the  Public 
Health  Amendment 
Act,  1890. 


Obtained  April  loth,  1902.  Gt.  Coggeshall. 

Lighting  and  winding  the 
Town  Clock. 
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APPLIES  TO  ; 


Ohiaiiied  28ih  Nov.,  1904.  Lt.  Coggeshall. 

Sec.  154,  P.H.A.  1875  Eoad  improvements  at 

the  Hamlet. 


See.  49,  P.H.A. A.  1890 

Sec.  149,  P.H.A.  1875 


Ohitiiiied  IQth  Julji,  1906. 
Refers  to  special  ex- 
penses. 

Obtained  2btli  Feb.,  1914. 
Enables  Council  to  ac- 
quire land. 


Bye  Laws. 


Whole  District. 


Becking  Bridge. 


The  adoption  of  Building  and  Slaughterhouse  Byelaws  has  been 
referred  to.  The  Council  also  considei’ed  upon  my  recommendation  the 
series  for  the  cleansing  of  earth- closets,  privies,  ashpits  and  cesspools, 
but  considered  the  model  series  too  stringent,  at  any  rate  for  the  rural 
parishes. 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work  is  carried  out  for  the  Council 
by  Dr.  Thresh,  at  the  County  Laboratories,  and  during  1914  the  follow- 
ing examinations  have  been  made  : — 

Analysis  of  Waters — Chemical  . . . 9 

Bacteriological  . . . . 0 

Examination  of  Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  . . 4 

The  Examination  of  Sputum  for  Tubercle  . . 0 

(D).  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

Notifiable.  From  Table  II.  it  will  be  seen  that  eighteen  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  seven  of  diphtheria,  and  one  of  enteric  fever,  have  been 
notified  ; considering  the  large  number  of  troops  that  were  billeted  in 
the  more  populous  parts  of  the  district  duidng  the  autumn  and  winter, ' 
it  is  surprising  that  the  number  has  not  been  much  higher.  Only  one 
case  of  diphtheria  and  one  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  among  the  troops, 
and  these  are  included  in  the  above  figures.  Except  for  the  five  cases 
in  Rayne,  which  occurred  at  ii’regular  intervals,  presumably  in  connection 
with  the  epidemic  there  last  year,  none  of  the  outbreaks  have  been  in 
epidemic  form.  On  account  of  these  cases,  the  troops  that  were  stationed 
in  Rayne  for  a time  were  moved  to  Dunmow  at  my  suggestion. 

The  single  case  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  at  High  Garrett,  where 
there  have  been  occasional  cases  since  the  outbreak  there  in  1902. 
There  is  some  reason  to  suspect  that  there  is  an  intermittent  carrier  in 
the  village. 

By  an  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  the  disease  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  was  added  to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases  from  April  1st. 
Tlie  disease  is  one  of  the  eyes  of  newborn  children,  which  frequently 
ends  in  blindness,  unless  immediately  placed  under  vigorous  treatment. 
The  order  does  not  specifically  empower  the  Council  to  make  any 
provision  for  treatment,  but  I believe  the  Local  Government  Board  will 


17 


sanction  expenditure  for  tliis  purpose.  In  tlie  few  isolated  cases  in 
which  no  provision  is  made  for  treatment  by  the  parents,  immediate 
action  is  necessary,  as  tlie  delay  of  only  a few  hours  may  occasion 
irreparable  injury  to  the  eyesight. 

Three  cases  were  notified,  all  from  the  Workhouse. 

In  response  to  a request  from  the  military  authorities,  measles  and 
chicken-pox  were  made  notifiable  from  September  25th.  From  that  time 
to  the  end  of  the  year  thirty-seven  cases  of  measles  were  notified, 
chiefly  from  the  parish  of  Oressing  ; and  twenty-eight  cases  of  chicken- 
pox,  all  but  one  of  which  occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Great  and  Little 
Coggeshall.  As  there  were  troops  billeted  in  or  near  these  places,  the 
information  obtained  from  the  notifications  was  of  considerable  im- 
portance. 

The  measures  for  dealing  with  infectious  disease  were  discussed 
ill  last  year’s  report.  In  addition,  all  cases  were  immediately  notified 
to  the  military  medical  authorities,  who  kept  under  observation  any 
men  billeted  in  the  house  wdiere  a case  occurred.  And  before  the 
arrangements  for  billeting  were  made,  I furnished  a list  of  all  houses 
where  infectious  disease  had  recently  occurred,  so  that  no  troops  were 
billeted  in  them. 

Non  Notifiable.  Judging  b^’’  reports  from  the  Head  Teachers  of 
the  Elementary  Schools  there  have  been  very  few  cases  of  the  minor 
infectious  ailments  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  at  Booking  in  the  spring,  and 
at  Hatfield  Peverel  in  August.  Booking  End  Infants’  School  was  closed 
for  this  reason  from  April  6th  to  1 0th. 

The  Teachers  notify  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  myself  of  every 
case  that  they  hear  of,  and  any  action  necessary  is  chiefly  taken  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer  in  consultation  with  me. 

Very  heavy  work  was  thrown  upon  your  Sanitary  Staff  in  the 
autumn  to  cope  with  the  very  widespread  outbreaks  of  jiediculosis 
corporis  among  the  troops  and  to  prevent  them  spreading  to  the  civil 
population.  But  I am  glad  to  say  the  efforts  were  successful,  and  the 
trouble  was  stamped  out. 

Mr  Bright  improvised  a cleansing  station  in  connection  with  their 
steam  disinfector  at  the  Joint  Hospital  Board’s  Cressing  Hoad  Hospital. 
Great  difficulties  were  met  with,  not  only  as  regards  accommodation  but 
also  as  regards  staff.  But  they  wore  finally  overcome  by  co-operation 
with  the  military  authorities  who  provided  the  necessary  extra  staff 
so  that  we  could  keep  working  night  and  day  when  necessary.  The 
infected  men  were  given  a hot  bath,  while  their  clothes  and  blankets 
were  pa.s.sed  through  the  disinfector.  At  the  same  time  arrangements 
had  to  be  made  for  removal  to  and  from  the  Hospital  of  the  infected 
bedding  from  the  house  or  billet  and  the  thorough  cleansing  of  the 
billet  itself.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the  Joint  Hospital  Board’s 
and  Council’s  Officers  were  very  hard-pressed,  if  it  is  realised  that 
during  one  month,  1,150  men  were  dealt  with,  besides  endless  blankets, 
bedding,  and  equipment. 
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(E).  Prevalence  Of  and  Control  Over  Tuberculosis. 

The  question  was  entered  into  at  some  lengtli  last  year.  Tlie  number 
of  cases  notified  in  1914  was  thirty-six — eigliteen  were  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  ; the  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  was  forty-four.  Of  tliese  eighty  cases,  thirteen  have  died  and 
four  have  left  the  district — still  leaving  sixty-tliree  on  our  books  at  tlie 
end  of  the  year.  Four  cases  from  this  district  have  received  treatment 
in  a sanatorium  this  year  and  two  have  been  removed  to  the  Workliouse 
Infirmary.  There  is  a wide-spread  feeling  that  every  case  is  entitled 
to  receive  treatment  in  a sanatorium  under  the  Insurance  Committee  or 
County  Council.  It  cannot  be  too  clearly  understood  that  only  at 
certain  stages  of  the  disease  will  any  benefit  be  derived  from  such 
treatment,  and  as  it  is  very  expensive  it  must  only  be  reserved  for  such 
cases  as  are  likely  to  benefit  therefrom. 

Phthisis  Death  Pate.  From  Table  III.  it  will  be  seen  that  eleven 
deaths  from  phthisis  have  occurred,  which  gives  a death-rate  from  this 
cause  of  ‘592.  Pates  based  upon  such  small  numbers  are  of  no  value 
for  comparative  purposes  and  so  I have  calculated  the  average  death 
rate  for  the  past  five  yeai’S  (1910-14),  which  is  '745,  and  for  the  previous 
five  year  period  (1905-9),  which  is  ‘906. 

The  death  rate  for  tlie  County  for  1913  was  '79,  and  for  its  Pural 
District  '65,  so  that  phthisis  does  seem  to  be  unduly  prevalent,  as  the 
average  death  rate  for  the  district  is  still  above  that  for  the  Pural 
Districts  of  the  whole  County,  for  which  I do  not  think  there  is  any 
j ustification . 

I trust  the  Council  will  go  steadily  forward  with  improving  the 
sanitary  condition  and  especially  the  housing  of  the  district,  and  thus 
bring  about  some  further  diminution.  I am  convinced  that  it  is  of  little 
use  to  spend  money  on  sanatoria,  unless  at  the  same  time  liousing 
conditions  are  improved. 

(F).  Investigation  of  other  Diseases. 

The  death  returns  have  not  suggested  any  special  action  under  this 
heading.  Venereal  disease  is  not  very  prevalent,  I am  glad  to  say ; 
there  are  no  local  facilities  for  modern  methods  of  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment. 

Cancer.  On  Table  III.  are  shown  thirty-three  deaths,  which  gives, 
a death-rate  of  P77  for  the  j'ear — the  highest  yet  recorded. 

The  average  for  the  last  five  years  is  1 ’545,  and  for  the  previous  five 
years  is  I '235.  The  County  death-rate  for  1913  was  ‘87,  so  that  our 
rates  are  persistently  high.  I think  this  is  probably  due  to  the  undue 
proportion  of  older  persons  in  our  population. 

G.  Means  for  Preventing  Mortality  in  Child  Birth  and  Infancy. 

The  Midwives’  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council.  From 
Table  IV.  it  will  be  seen  that  only  18  deaths  occurred  under  the  age 
of  one  year  The  mortality  rate  is  54  per  1,000  births,  while  that  for 
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England  and  Wales  is  105.  During  tlie  year  a circular  was  received 
from  the  Local  Government  Board  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  and  the  importance  of  the  sanitary 
condition  of  yards  and  ashpits,  &c. 

Owing  to  the  low  mortality  rate,  the  difficulties  of  administration 
and  the  absence  of  any  local  association  which  might  be  of  assistance, 
I felt  it  difficult  to  recominend  the  Council  to  adopt  the  Act,  or  to  ask 
the  County  Council  to  do  so,  although  grants  in  aid  of  any  work  under- 
taken in  Ibis  coiiTiection  were  offered  by  the  l^oeal  Government  Board 
this  year  for  the  first  time. 

H.  Vital  Statistics. 

Table  I.  Biuth  and  Death  Rates.  The  number  of  births  regis- 
tered in  the  district  was  331,  but  the  parents  of  one  child  resided  outside 
the  district.  The  birth-rate  for  1914  is  17  7 per  1,000  of  population 
and  is  the  highest  recorded  for  some  years  I am  glad  to  say,  but  is 
nevertheless  very  low.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1914  was 
23-6. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  233,  to  which 
must  be  added  the  deaths  elsewhere  of  1 1 residents,  less  the  number  of 
10  non-residents  whose  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district,  giving  a 
nett  total  of  234.  Both  these  figures  are  below  those  for  recent  years, 
and  the  nett  death  rate  of  12-6  is  the  lowest  since  1908  at  any  rate. 

Before  comparisons  can  be  made  with  the  death-rates  of  different 
districts  or  of  England  and  Wales,  a further  correction  must  be  made. 

It  is  obvious  that  a district  containing  an  undue  proportion  of  the 
very  old  must  have  a higher  death-rate  than  a district  with  an  undue 
proportion  of  persons  in  the  prime  of  life.  Factors  for  correcting  for 
differences  between  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  individual  districts 
and  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  have  therfore  been  calculated 
by  the  Registrar-General  on  the  census  population  of  1911,  and  for  this 
district  the  death-rate  must  be  multiplied  by  ‘7900  to  allow  for  this. 
This  gives  a standardised  death-rate  for  comparative  purposes  of  9-95,  a 
very  satisfactory  figure.  The  corresj)onding  death-rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  year  is  13-6. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the  Braintree  Rural  District  contains 
an  undue  proportion  of  persons  of  the  age  groups  in  which  the  death- 
rate  is  highest. 

Table  II.  shows  the  cases  of  infectious  disease,  which  have  already 
been  discussed.  (Pages  16-18). 

Tabi,e  III.  analyses  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at  death,  and  does  not 
show  undue  mortality  fr<^m  any  special  cause. 

Table  IV.  Infantile  Moktality.  This  table  is  satisfactoiw  and 
has  been  discussed  above. 
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Taulk  V.  Factories  ami  Workshors.  Tlie  Avorlc  under  tills 
heading  has  already  been  referred  to.  (Page  14). 


(I).  Raineall. 

The  monthly  totals  of  rainfall  measured  at  Pattisvvick  Hall  are  as 
follows : 


January 

1.50 

July 

2.14 

February 

1.80 

August 

0.74 

March 

4.36 

September  . . 

1.14 

April 

0.66 

October 

1.56 

May 

1.40 

November  . . 

2.54 

June 

1.98 

December  . . 

5.24 

Total  for  the  year  1914  . . 25.06  inche.s. 


In  conclusion  I have  to  thank  the  Clerk,  the  Assistant  Clerk,  and 
the  Sanitaiy  Inspector,  for  much  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  BERTRAM  SJkllTH. 


April,  1915. 
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TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  hurino  1914  and  PreviotJs 

Years — Braintree  Eural  District. 


Yeau 

Popula- 

tion 

estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
Year. 

Births. 

Total 

Deaths 
Regisi'ered 
IN  the 
District. 

Transferahlis 

Deaths 

Nett 

TO 

Deaths  Belonging 

THE  District. 

Un-corrected 

Number 

Nett 

Under  1 Year 
of  Age. 

At  ail  Ages. 

of  .Non- 
residents 
registered 
in  the 
District 

of  Resi- 
dents not 
registered 
in  the 
District 

Num- 

ber 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Nett 

Births 

Num- 

ber. 

Rate 

Num- 

ber 

Rate 

Num- 

ber 

Rate 

1909 

18400 

368 

20-0 

264 

14-3 

18 

4 

23 

63 

250 

13-6 

1910 

18436 

314 

17-0 

256 

140 

15 

2 

17 

54 

243 

13-2 

1911 

18472 

321 

322 

17-4 

253 

13-7 

18 

. 16 

41 

127 

251 

13-6 

1912 

18508 

318 

318 

17-2 

283 

15-3 

14 

15 

25 

79 

284 

16-3 

1913 

18344 

325 

324 

17-5 

270 

14-5 

23 

10 

21 

G6 

267 

13-8 

1914 

18580 

331 

330 

17-7 

233 

12-6 

10 

11 

18 

64 

234 

12-6 

Area  of  District  in  acres  ( , „ Total  Population  at  all  ages  18,163  ( At  Census 

(land  and  inland  water;  ) Total  families  or  separate  occupiers  4,740  j of  1911 


TABLE  11. — Oases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1914. 

Braintree  Eural  District. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Small  Pox  

Cliolera  {<!)  Plague  (P) 
Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  croup)  . 

Erysipelas  

Scarlet  Fever  

Typhus  Fever  

Enteric  Fever  

Kelapsing  Fever 

Continu^  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever  

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

Poliomyelitis  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tubercu- 
losis   

Measles  i Notifiable 
Chicken-pox  I from  Oct.  16 


Totals 


NO.  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED 


a> 

CO 


3 

18* 


1 


3 

18 

18 

37 

28 


1.34 


At  Ages— Years. 


a 


*4 


5 30  62  16  11 


Total  Cases  notified  in  each  locality. 


to 


tc 


n 


u 


tL 


0) 

> 

O 


5 

ie 


30 


Itolalion  nonpital  \ Braintree  .loint  Hospital  Board’s  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  Braintree  (within) 

or  Hospitals,  ; and  various  Sanatoria  provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council  (all  without  the 

Sanatoria,  ^c.  ) district). 

♦Including  one  Military  Case. 


to  Hospital. 


22 


TABLE  III. — Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year,  1914. 

Braintree  Eural  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
Residents  ” whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 

Total  Deathf 
whether  of 

All  ages 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  2 years 

2 and  under  6 years 

6 and  under  15  years 

16  and  under  26 

25  and  under  45 

46  and  under  65 

66  and  upwards 

or 

“ Non- 
Residents  ” 
in 

Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

^ 1 Certified  

All  Causes  { Uncertified  

217 

17 

15 

3 

3 

1 

1 

5 

1 

7 

14 

53 

1 

119 

11 

36 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox  

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Influenza  

3 

1 

2 

Erysipelas  

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  . . 

11 

0 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

2 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

33 

1 

13 

19 

7 

Rheumatic  Fever  

Meningitis 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

29 

1 

12 

16 

2 

Bronchitis  

9 

2 

1 

6 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

7 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs . . 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  

3 

2 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  

6 

2 

9 

2 

.3 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  Preg- 

nancy  and  Parturition  

2 

2 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 

including  Premature  Birth 

7 

7 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide  .... 

7 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Suicide  

2 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

103 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

13 

77 

19 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

3 

1 

2 

•• 

TOTALS  

234 

18 

4 

1 

6 

7 

14 

64 

130 

39 

SUB-ENTRIES.— Nil. 
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TABLE  ly. — Infant  Mortaiaty,  1914. — Braintree  Eural  District. 
Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  uuder  one  year  of  age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under 

1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

CO 

M 

0) 

0) 

't 

CO 

Total 
under 
4 wks. 

4 weeks  and 

under  3 months 

3 months  and 

under  6 months 

6 months  and 

under  9 months 

9 months  and 

under  12  mths. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 year. 

,,,  ( Certified. 

All  causes  { Uncertified. 

7 

7 

6 

1 

, . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

16 

3 

SmalUpnT  . , 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

i 

1 

i 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Pirysipplas  , 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

Afpningitis 

i 

• • 

i 

P/nnviilRinnR  . , . . , , 

T,aryn^*ti« . . , ^ , 

Bronrhitis 

• 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

j DiarrVifpa  , , 

1 

1 

2 

1 Pjnteritis 

na.Rtrit.ia  

Syphilis 

1 

i 

Hipkftts  

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  birth 

Atelectasis 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

i 

2 

j Premature  Birth  

4 

4 

4 

( Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus  . . 

Othftr  r/aiiRp.R  , . 

i 

1 

7 

7 

6 

2 

3 

18 

Nett  Births  ( legitimate  318  Nett  Deaths  ( legitimate  infants  18 

in  the  year  1 illegitimate  12  in  the  year  ) illegitimate  infants  0 
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TABLE  V.—  FACTOEIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

1.- INSPECTION. 


Pbemises 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Writ.  Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

5 

I 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  . . 

95 

4 

, . 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

• • 

• • 

• • 

TOTAL 

100 

6 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Found 

Reme- 

died. 

Prosecutions 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

c j .•  (insufficient 

Sanitary  accommodation  { or  defective 

2 

1 

i 

. - 

6 

3 

3.— HOME  WOEK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

t 

Lists  of  Outworkers  received  from  Employers 

Sending  twice  in  year. 

Sending  once  in  year. 

Wearing  Apparel — making,  &c. 

cleaning  and  washing 

Lists 

8 

Workmen 

27 

Lists 

1 

Workmen 

2 

4.- REGISTEEED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number  - 

Bakehouses  . . 

42 

Others 

? 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

? 

5. -OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories : — 

Failure  to  afiix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (s.l33, 1901) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts  (s.  5,  1901) 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  .. 

3 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

1 

